Dramatic advances have been made in the understanding of adipocyte gene expression and the potential importance of these genes in adipose tissue deposition and obesity (1) . A system for adipocyte gene overexpression would facilitate the investigations of gene action in adipocyte function and adipose tissue deposition. Adenoviral-mediated gene transfer has proven useful as a means of inducing local overexpression of genes of interest in several organ systems (2) . However, this methodology has not yet been applied to adipocytes or adipose tissue, although it has been useful in the NIH 3T3 in vitro system of adipogenesis (3) 
